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Sweden is a small country…



…and linked to the rest of the world

• Exports: 50 percent of GDP
30 percent services and 70 
percent goods

• 642 000 persons working in 
Swedish companies abroad

• 620,000 persons in Sweden 
working in foreign owned 
enterprises 

• 36 percent of all business 
R&D by foreign owned 
enterprises
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The Challenge
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 How to stay competetive
long term?

• Continued creation of
high productive jobs –
Attract and retain R&D 
activities

• Build on existing 
strengths

• Embrace globalization

• Removing barriers –
Innovation policy crucial



The Swedish Notion of Innovation

• extremely internationalized

• open and flexibel (Do not pick winners!)

• ’invention’ vs ’innovation’

• organically organized



Swedish research and 

innovation in figures

3,4%
of GDP equivalent to annual R&D 

investment in Sweden
Sources: 1SCB (forecast for 2011) 2SCB (forecast for 2014) 
3VINNOVA (2013) 4SCB (forecast for 2011) 

Innovation Union

Scoreboard 2012

World Bank Economy

Index 2012

1. Sweden 1.Sweden

2. Denmark 2. Finland

3. Germany 3. Denmark

4. Finland 4. Netherlands

5. Luxemburg 5. Norway

6. Netherlands 6. New Zealand

7. Belgium 7. Canada

8. Great Britain 8. Germany

9. Ireland 9. Australia

10. Austria 10. Switzerland

118

Total 

Swedish 

R&D1

32,9

Total 

government 

R&D2

2,4

VINNOVA’s 

grants to 

R&I3

Equivalent to 3.4% of 

Sweden’s GDP for 2011 

invested in R&D.3

(billion SEK)



Ministry of 
Education and 

Research
63,3%

Ministry of the 
Enviroment

3,1%

Ministry of 
Enterprise, 
Energy and 

Communications
14,3%

Other
18,0%

Ministry of 
Health and 

Social Affairs
1,3%

Governance of

the Public 

Funding System

8

Universities
47,8%

Swedish Research 
Council
15,6%

Swedish Research 
Council FORMAS

3,1%

VINNOVA
6,7%

Energy

4,5%

Space
3,1%

Other civilian R&D

10,5% Defence agencies 
7,5%

Swedish Council for 
Working and Social 

Research
1,3%



Swedish Innovation Funding System

Research

Ideas

Market 

introduction

Research Councils
• Swedish 

Research Council

• FORMAS

• FORTE

Semi.public

foundations
• SSF

• KK-foundation

• MISTRA

• etc

Grants Support EquityLoans

Venture 

Capitalists



Funding Opportunities



First of all…

Existing national 

programs will always

be an important

source of funding



VINNOVA programs of interest



Strategic innovation 

programmes
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Renewal

Joint 

vision and 

objectives

Stakeholder

driven

Inter-

disciplinary

Open to all

Research and 

innovation

STRATEGISKA INNOVATIONSPROGRAM

Long term 

investment



11 areas initiated



Innovair (aeronautics)



Challenge driven 

innovation Stage 1

0.5 MSEK

100%

Stage 2

5 MSEK

50%

Stage 3

20 MSEK

30%



On-going discussions

• Co-financing program VINNOVA-FINEP

• Pilot call focus VINNOVA-SENAI

• MoU Science and Technology SE-BR

Unfortunately no clear timeline for 
implementation of these processes



Thank you!


